Radioimmunoassay of digoxin in renal failure: a comparison of different commercial kits.
Six commercially available kits for radioimmunoassay of digoxin were compared. When serum from patients with chronic renal failure on maintenance digoxin therapy was analysed, important discrepancies in the results obtained with the 6 kits were found in some of these patients. However, recovery of digoxin added to serum of a healthy volunteer, was within acceptable limits and comparable for the 6 kits. In patients with renal failure not taking digoxin but several other medications, digoxin estimations gave results close to zero. The affinity of the antibodies for some metabolites of digoxin was also assessed: important differences between the kits were found.